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Abstract Author

Context: India is a country with diverseSanjeeb Pal

climatic conditions and a variety of culturaProfessor Amity School of Hospitality,
offerings with agriculture as the backbone. Amity University Rajasthan

is always observed that Natural calamitiégant Kalwar, NH-11C, Jaipur Delhi National
resulting from misuse or overuse of landighway

resources cause havoc in terms of culture Rajasthan, India.

well as the economic condition of the host

population, especially the farmers. They

desperately need guidance on sustainable

agriculture and Agritourism practices as a

source of alternate income.

Objective: The present study covers these
aspects and attempts to form a linkage with
tourism resulting in both economic progress
and resource sustainability.

Methods: The Researcher follows a
combination of Ethnographic Study and Case
Study methods, by systematically deriving
information from the results of findings that
were conducted to address similar types of
gueries. Personal Interviews were conducted
at selected places of Agritourism in the
Maharashtra district of India, to compare and
form a model for Agritourism development.

Results and conclusionsThe result shows
that Visitors are willing to travel to these
destinations as an attraction, and Agriculture
forms a major part of the same.A systematic
way of land use can help the farmers to
sustain their agricultural produce and linking
with tourism can result in an alternative
source of income as well as sustainable
development of the area.

Significance: The Review and Analysis can
result in further research on the area and
could be a source of a Sustainable Model
which could be followed throughout since
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proper use of land and uplifting of the
economic conditions along with preservation
of heritage is required globally.

Keywords: Agritourism, Sustainability, land

use, economic development, Principles of
Agritourism, Sustainable Development.
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l. INTRODUCTION

Agriculture has been the pillar of the Indian Ecmyofor decades. It is more of o
culture than just a profession. Recent developmeanigchnology and the way of produci
more with less input may have added the neceseput required to excel in is field, but,
the 201920 report on Economic Survey shows a decline inirtiact ofagriculture on the
economy of the country. The decline may be atteub the higher growth performance
other nonagricultural sectors. (Table

: mmmmmmmm
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@ Agriculture @ Industry Services

Table 1: Source: https://www.statista.com

Due to this reason Development of Rural Areas le®ine a Top priority for mo
developing countries (FariborzAref2009)[1]. One onagsue the Farmers in the 21st Cen
are facingis the problem related to Natural Calamity and howovercome the disaste
happening beyond the human call. Since naturahttés have a substantial negative img
on agricultural production at the local level,dtvery important to have assiste to affected
households in terms of podisaster employment opportunities ( DC Israel, RkbBes—
2012). This raises a very important question indnas t- (Q1): “What could be .
Sustainable diversification option enhance the economic conditiontioé farmers’

India is a country with a diverse cultural Heritageplace and most of the cultu
sites may be located within the periphery of rdinglia. The locals or the host population
majorly concerned with ensuring the conservatiorthaf cultural heritage, as well as tl
various rituals and festivals, celebrate locallpnmfe of the most important components
rural landscape are the important buildings andohcs places as well as monuments
other physical resources which may be ccered worthy of safeguarding (UNESCO 201
Several mountainous regions in India are famoustleir unique landscape, torrent
rainfall, and agricultural richne— an example is the Garo, Khasi, and Jaintia Hille @re¢
is very rich in its floristicand biodiversity. These three places are furthedited with the
practice of “Sacred grove” or managing the foreghwustainable biodiversity conservati
[17]. Even though agriculture and Tourism resedncdies are growing but still prop

Copyright © 2022 Authors Page | 49



Futuristic Trends in Social Scien

ISBN: 978-93-95632-64-5

IIP Proceedings, Volume 2, Boi2, Chapter 6
AGRITOURISM"-A MODEL FOR NATURAL
RESOURCE SUSTAINABILITY AND RJIRAL DEVELOPMENT

evidencesuggesting the associations between AgricultureSumstainability of the Tangibl
Rural Heritage is missing [6]. It is alsocommon factthat most of the architectural a
cultural heritage, along with the Natural resourcka particular place is always exploitec
the name of tourism. These resulted in a valueadksgion of our Cultural, Historic as well
environmental heritage [1. All these factors raise my second que- (Q2): Can
Agritourism in linkage with Rural Tourisnbecomesa Model for sustaining the Rur
Heritage as well as becoming an alternative mehgsrerating income for the farme

. THEORETICAL FRAMEWORK

Rural tourism and agritourism are two concepts that dosety related. Rural touris
typically includes activities related to living ithe country, its culture, religion, a
everything else that is understood through ethrmugrain addition to farm prodtion and
processing. Agritourism refers to tourist visitsfamms and ranches in small towns that
well-prepared with packages that include activitiesuralrregions and excursic to food
processing facilities.

b .

iy
| ,}551
"ﬁﬁ:,

(@) (b)

Figure 1: (a) and (b) Sugar processing unit at baramati agritourism farm- pune,
source: author
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(@) | (b)
Figure 2: (a) and (b)Local rituals and food service at govind bagagritourism farm -
pune, source: Author

Chantell LaPar& Carla Barbieri (2014),[2]establish that Agritourism is a suitabl
tool to preserve Rural Tangible Heritage sinceGo#ural and Personal Values belong to
farmers. But to gain economically from the heritagssets, they should make
preservations sustainable through informe abait the historic buildings and site visits
the touristsln their study, N. Ray et al. (2012) [13]came te tlonclusion that rural touris
is expected to become a crucial component of swdte human growth, including tl
reduction of poverty, the cation of jobs, the regeneration of the environmemtg the
development of remote areas, as well as the emposvegrof women. In their article fro
2016 [18], Singh, K., Gantait, A., Puri, and Swamgdressed the need, potential,
marketing strategy fowral tourism in India. The focus will be on pronmgf village tourisir
as the main type of travel to reap the greatesbeoocnomic benefit According to Sanjee
Pal and Dr. Madhu Murdia's study from 2018[14], sowf the biggest obstacles
agritourisn initiatives are a lack of awareness among farmersck of opportunities fc
learning about the industry and carrying out prigieand a lack of policies and infrastructt
assistanceln his study on the typology of agritourism, Pal, (3016) [11]came to the
following conclusion: Farmir-related activities are conducted for fun or edwcaton &
working farm or in another agricultural locationgseding to Santucci, F. M. (2013) [1!
agritourism has been a very good possibility fopsimmg farm mployment and income sin
the early 1980s. Agritourism has permitted bothzwmtal and vertical diversification und
the new paradigm of multifunctionali

Another strong aspect was to look into the conoéptgri-Tourism from the point ¢
view of the Tourist or the community. Does the tourist weanembrace communk-based
tourism without the frills of luxury on their lag?alen (1989)[4], in their study, spoke ab
new tourists who are modern idealists, and seekesment and entertainment bure also
interested in more intellectual and cultural at#g. They refuse mass tourism and fi
itineraries. Gray's (1970) [7] wanderlust tourstanother interpretation of the new trave
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that chases multi-destination vacations and looksdreign cultural encounters to sate the
thirst for both learning and exoticism.Fiorello,, & Bo, D. (2012)[5] conducted a study
using six case studies, under the stipulationsitefrmal project origin, internal management,
and economic, psychological, social, and politerabowerment of the public, and concluded
that community-based ecotourism projects are dedigo be sustainable and to meet new
tourists' expectations for immersion in the loc#é,| environmental conservation, and
sustained quality of life of the host community.

The Albergo Diffuso is examined by Cucari, Wankawiand De Falco (2019)[3] as
an illustration of sustainable community-based eprgneurial land use. It served as a
significant example of sustainable tourism and destrated how entrepreneurship and the
region working together can improve the landscapeé lauild popular tourist sites while
generating profit for all parties involved.

lll. RESEARCH METHODOLOGY

This paper uses a combination of the EthnographidySand Case Study method and
pooled information required to systematically shaaod combine the results of studies that
addressed a similar kind of question. Most of theadised in this editorial has been drawn
from Secondary sources, ie. Scholarly publicatigradicy papers, and other relevant public
bodies and international agencies. Some primary wate collected from observations and
verbal discussions with some Agritourism farms iaHdrashtra.

Case study of Lepchajagat: Sunny Rawat (2020)[IBis study was conducted on a
small village in the Darjeeling district of Westigl called Lepcha Jagat, 19 km away from
the town of Darjeeling. Tourists can get hands-ath the process of cultivation and interact
with the pet animals and livestock on the farm&nitending chickens with your little one,
feeding the pigs to riding a horse — everything banavailed within the farm destination.
This kind of Tourism provides an opportunity foettravelers to embark on an agritourism
adventure, knowing the nitty-gritty of farming tewtues while staying on a local farm and
touring the entire facility. The study revealed tthhis area got developed due to the
introduction and combination of Tourism along w&Qricultural activities. It enhanced the
growth of the service sector and resulted in theseovation of rural ecology sustainably. The
pattern has also resulted in environmental consiervdahrough sustainable land use and
resource conservation. It has also helped in lgkime gap between the urban and rural
population thereby creating room for economic paaitd development.

A case study from Poncokusumo, Malang, IndonesakiH L, Siswanto D, Rahardi
B, Zayadi H (2019)[8]-This village is located oretlsouth border line of Bromo National
Park in Indonesia at the western side of Semerpirgioarea. It falls around 40kms from
eastern Malang with beautiful sightseeing surrodnol green apple plantations. The study
focuses on Poncokusumo since ecologically it igtal buffer zone area for biodiversity
conservation in the national park system. Mosthef land in the area is dominated by the
cultivation of corn, vegetables like cabbage, sithwits, and green apples. It was discussed
in the study that a lot of unsustainable changek filace due to intensive crop cultivation
resulting from the desire for high economic bené€fie tourist location Poncokusumo is
situated within a network of tourist attractionsdarmas a fantastic resource for
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attractions.Consequently, there was a chance tccoifee-based tourism as a method for
sustainable development.

Cases of selected micro-entrepreneurs (Cavite, nagand Rizal provinces), in the
Philippines, Tugade, L. O. (2020)[20].: This studginly focused on the motivational aspect
of Agritourism and the reasons which lead to theeptance of this concept. Personal hobbies
and a deep urge to share and show the visitorsulhéral heritage they inherited were one of
the motivational factors. The farm owners also nosetd that the second -income source
which contributed to the well-being of the owner atso another factor. Seasonality
sometimes resulted in a disbalance of income frammihg which was getting compensated
through the introduction of Tourism and attachintpitheir farm. Some farmers did invest a
small amount of money to create some sort of ifrnature like a place to serve food or a
place to stay and take rest for the tourist. Irktafaselling the harvest to the whole sellers,
they started selling it to locals which again ceglaain alternate source of revenue for the host
populations. Crop variety methods, conservationagficultural lands, improvement of
environmental practices, and education of visiyeut environmental issues are among the
ecological outcomes of agritourism practice.

In a 2019 interview with Mr. Manoj, the proprietaf the "Parashar Paryatan
Kendra," he stated, "I founded the Agritourism Tisor Centre”, adding, "l procured the
property on lease for 5 years and then developedvtivle concept with the cooperation of
another 7 farmer friends.”" My farm has had overOr¥isitors as of right now, and that
number keeps rising. This show that Agritourism Msdare now being picked up by many
villagers to boost their income level. This partiwillage has been formed by 7 villagers
and the result was visible from the guest commeeteived and checked from the trip
advisor- “Enjoyed myself a lot at Parashar. Manugl &is staff were wonderful hosts and
made sure we had a great day. Manoj had plannedleviah outings to a neighbouring
picturesque lake and a nearby grassland where wethe opportunity to see a herd of
blackbuck and deers. We also saw a fox on the ¥/ enjoyed some fantastic traditional
Maharashtrian meals and snacks during our stayoMamwes the idea of agritourism and has
excellent understanding of the local flora and &altigSource: https: // www.tripadvisor.in /
Hotel _ Review - g 297654- d 3833413 - Reviews $tmn _ Agritourism -
Pune_District_Maharashtra.html)

The income generated through the introduction ef ¢bncept contributed a lot to
their economic condition in the form of an alteenatcome., “I think this operation gives us
that additional income which otherwise we missicsimost of the time the wholesalers do
not pay us the amount as PER OUR EXPECTATION” (IRMEEW, 2019).

IV. DISCUSSIONS

Agritourism may be deemed as one of the models lwhmay result in fulfilling the gap
between Tourism Promotion of a particular destoratalong with Sustainability of the
destination in terms of the Tourism products ad tired environmental concerns. The model
of Agritourism promotion and set-up in a particuliestination may broadly address the
following issues which are all considered to beeeyymportant factors in the development of
a sustainable tourism destination.
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Preservation of heritage and culture: Conservation/preservation/revitalization of our
Cultural and Heritage features of Indian Villages traditional customs, and rich history
are all somehow or the other linked with the groaial sustainability of our villages. The
promotion of these villages through a unique forfrtoarism would go a long way in
restoring and presenting our traditional IndiantGne.

Sustainable diversification in the economic conditin of the farmers: Though India is
considered to be a country that depends mainlyAgriculture produce (66.7% of the
population engaged in Agriculture- https: // wwwaeromicsdiscussion. net ), still the
Diversity in Agri produce is in a nascent stagerfieu, Anjani & Saroj, Sunil & Singh,
R.K.P. &Jee, Shiv. 2016)[10]. If the farmers arairied in the production of different
homegrown Vegetables and Fruit trees along wittmahihusbandry, it may allow
farmers to increase their income. Here, the linkagetween Tourism activities and
Agriculture can work out as a model to open updifable market for the farm products
and create an opportunity at a large for the regdidourism market to go and enjoy their
roots.This planting of different agricultural prads helps the farmers in increasing their
income and also improves soil health.

Conserving the natural infrastructure: Natural and cultural resources have always been
an attraction for any kind of tourist. Conservinghda Showcasing the Natural
Infrastructure in the form of sightseeing attractidhrough the Host population may go a
long way in promoting a sustainable mechanism feritlge conservation. One option of
promoting the heritage cuisines of India through itthea of Agritourism may go a long
way toward sustenance.

Promote sustainable indigenous farming practicesSince there is a huge gap between
the Government’'s policies on sustainable farmingcpices and the education of the
farmers in most places, the farmers and the ruwraincunities get into wrong ways to
increase their farmland produces, which may raauevere damage to the environment
as well as the farming community. For example,ltizals in most of the Hill stations in
India are cutting up trees to increase their famodpce for sustenance and land up
farming near the bank of rivers. Farming too cltséhe riverbeds cause serious damage
to the soil and result in heavy flooding and larsduring the rainy seasons. If the local
farming pollution is sensitized to the importané¢datiowing a proper pattern of land use,
it may result in better use and the same model beaysed or copied in other places.
Digging of trenches near the riverbanks may resultvater conservation, cultivating
shrubs near the river banks could help in sustgirsoil erosion and planting of
Indigenous trees shall help in controlling soilstom and landslides. Farming away from
the riverbanks shall help in preventing floods.

Basic principles required to embrace Agritourism swecessfully- a checklist

Three fundamental tenets must be followed for agrdurism to succeed:

* Viewers have something to look foragriculture tourism can provide visitors with
flora and animals, farms, and the outdoors. Addéilty, agricultural tourists may be
quite interested in culture, attire, festivals, amchl games.
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» Participating in activities that will involve visits, such as farming, swimming, riding
horses in the country, cooking, and rural spords Yisitors will like.

» Visitors have the option to buy/carry: Option to purchase local goods for
consumption or exhibition or to carry a souveninasemento.

V. WHAT TO LOOK FOR: OPTIONS

1. The farm... Making sure that the tourists have an experieneg tan take with them is
one of the fundamental tenets on which the enttéon of agritourism is based. Visitors
are given planned tours of the farm where they exposed to the various farming
principles and procedures. The major goal is tormfvisitors about the various kinds of
fruits and vegetables, how they are farmed and gr@and how they are harvested. It also
covers the handling of various farm animal breeus lBusbandry, such as the milking of
cows and caring for other farm animals, as welthesissues and hardships that farmers
frequently encounter. This kind of information rostly improves the tourists' favourable
perception of agriculture by educating them abbatlifestyle of a farmer, his hard work
on a daily basis, and the challenges faced duhiedarm to table process.

2. Inventive presentation: It is a terrific idea to keep on exhibiting the ngearming tools
used both historically and currently. There might dertain exhibits that are directly
drawn from the farm family's own collection.

3. Presentation of farming method.....The majority of tourists who come to participate in
agritourism want to experience the various stepslued in various farming activities.
For instance, from the time sugarcane is harvastétithe end of the processing process,
when sugar is generated as a byproduct. When mérgalitional methods are retained for
demonstration and then the current proceduresem@iied, it becomes more intriguing.

4. The farm's organic feature..... The majority of farms might have some kind of
ingrained natural characteristic that occasioniips into a significant natural feature of
attraction for the tourists. It might be a littlleam or pond that is fed by a natural
waterfall. Any natural feature involving water cdubecome quite popular among
tourists.

5. Pet animals and small animal husbandry...... For any type of farm layout, farm
animals and pets are always a draw. Children fiathall zoo on a farm to be interesting.
In the petting zoo, one can make a lot of animé#s,pgacluding goats, sheep, chickens,
ducks, rabbits, ponies, and many more. The yourggsteght be permitted to interact
directly with some animals, and they might everpbenitted to feed them. The owner of
the farm may maintain a modest store where visttarspurchase basic animal feeds.

6. Options for actions
» Visitors' education and information..... Visitors should be given the chance to
engage in experiential learning at the farm. Soanm$ might offer guided farming,

and this kind of outing is very well-liked by theighborhood kids because it teaches
them everything from planting seeds to harvestigps. Some farms might include
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instruction in manufacturing herbal medicationsaaging flowers, or cooking. They
rely on these initiatives to develop a customeebastheir flagship goods.

» Choose your own...... It may be possible to let the guests pick up tHaim
products, particularly the fruits and vegetabldseyl can carry the harvest with them
and do the harvesting themselves with the aid gifiide. Usually, a minor fee could
be assessed prior to the event. In this sensandismight turn out to be really
amusing. For the visitors to experience the trestfness of organic farm goods, they
may also be permitted to prepare for themselves.

* Many forms of therapy. Fish treatment, also known as organic fish thempfrsh
spa, is a very popular activity nowadays and mhghta major draw for things to do
on a farm.

» Possibility of purchasing /carrying processed andrésh foods. Visitors might
enjoy purchasing farm-fresh fruits, vegetables, kmiéggs, and herbal goods.
Organizing processed food for sale is another apts part of the farm attractions,
goods including lime slices, tomato sauce, mangangy, mangoes, buttermilk, curd
and cheese, various varieties of pickles, etc., beagffered.

7. Any farm that offers agritourism services may recere one day tour and one
overnight visitor.

» Day visitors and tourists with a connection to agjture: It is marketed as an
attraction for tourists who are interested in thwicultural environment and its
products.

* Vacationer stays on the farm (farm tourism) - tiytge of tour is closely related to
farm visits where tourists have the chance to @pdte in various farming activities
and also have the option to stay and take in thegand quiet of a farm.

VI. CONCLUSION

The idea of Agritourism can go a long way in bottegerving our Natural resources,

especially those related to Agricultural producevwadl as helping provide a sustainable
alternate source of income for the farmers in Indlize above study would open up further
research in the area and the short framework ofté\gism may be further refined and

implemented as a model for starting an Agritourigenture. The result from the discussion
would also help in the further execution of straego reduce land degradation and avoid
natural calamities in climatic sensitive areaswf @untry.
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